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COMU SMACTHAI (COURIER) 
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AMEMBASSY MANILA 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 0139 

DECDEF FOR OASD-PA 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, TH 

SUBJECT: AIRCRAFT REDEPLOYMENT 

REFS: (A) MACTHAI 280959Z DEC 73; (B) SECDEF 6638; 292156Z DEC 73 

1. BECAUSE OF LONG HOLIDAY BREAK AND DESPITE OUR BEST 
EFFORTS TODAY, RTG HAS NOT OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED EB-66 
REDEPLOYMENT AND REVISED FORCE LEVEL AS ANTICIPATED 
REF A. WE ARE NOW HOPEFUL THAT ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE 
MADE ON 4 JANUARY IN RESPONSE TO INCREASING PRESSURE 

FROM LOCAL PRESS FOR RTG TO CONFIRM A DIVERSITY OF RUMORS HERE. 

2. BECAUSE RTG STILL EXPECTS TO MAKE INITIAL ANNOUNCEMENT, 
REQUEST THAT STATEMENT REF B NOT BE USED IN RESPONSE TO 
QUERY UNTIL SUCH TIME AS RTG MAKES SOME KIND OF OFFICIAL 
STATEMENT. WE WILL INFORM ALL CONCERNED AS SOON AS RTG 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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